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SUBJECT: TRADE COMPLAINT BY ITALIAN MUNITIONS MANUFACTURER 
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1 . WE HAVE DISCUSSED CASE REPORTED REFTEL WITH DOD AND 
GAO AND HAVE LEARNED THAT GAO RULED AGAINST SIMMEL CO. 
CLAIM AUGUST 20 AND SO INFORMED COMPANY BY LETTER OF THAT 
DATE. ACCORDING TO GAO, LETTER STATES REASONS FOR DENIAL 
OF CLAIM AND DESCRIBES APPEAL PROCEDURE FOR RECONSIDERATION 
WHICH FIRM MAY WISH TO MAKE. GAO STATED THAT ANY SUCH 
APPEAL OR FURTHER DISCUSSION OF CASE SHOULD BE DONE BY 
LETTER, AND THAT THERE IS NO NEED FOR COMPANY OFFICIAL TO 
VISIT WASHINGTON FOR THAT PURPOSE. DOD OFFICIALS SAID THAT 
ACTION ON THIS MATTER IS NOW ENTIRELY IN GAO HANDS. KISSINGER 
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